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From: dernocraticrnedia@dernaraticmedia.org 
Sent: Tuesdav. Februaw 14. 2006 3:13 PM 
To: 
Subject: 

MichaeiPowell; Kathleen Abernathy; Michael Copps; KJMWEB; Commissioner Adelstein 
Stop the digital broadcast give-away 

From: John Chase Maxwell 

1 oppose loosening the rules designed to promote and protect diversity of media ownership. 
These rules were adopted to ensure that the public would receive a diverse range of 
viewpoints from the media, and not simply the opinions of a handful of media 
conglomerates. 

I urge you to stop turning our public airwaves into low-brow schlock. FOX TV is not the 
answer. More diversity of opinion and less corporate propoganda. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

democraticmedia@democTaiicmerlia,org 
Tuesday, February 14,2006 356 PM 
Stop the digital broadcast give-away 
Michael Powell; Kathleen Abernathy; Michael Copps; KJMWEB; Commissioner Adelstein 

From: Karalee Kowatz 

I oppose loosening the rules designed to promote and protect diversity of media ownership. 
These rules were adopted to ensure that the public would receive a diverse range of 
viewpoints from the media, and not simply the opinions of a handful of media 
conglomerates. 
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From: 

Sent: 

Naveen Lakshmipathy [Lakshmipathy@newamerica.net] on behalf of Michael Calabrese 
[Calabrese@newamerica. net] 

Wednesday, February 08,2006 1:18 PM 

Subject: New America Comments on FCC's Proposed Spectrum Rights Giveaway to Broadcasters (Docket 
05-312) 

New America Urges FCC to Reconsider Giveaway of Spectrum Rights at 
the Expense of Affordable Broadband 

This week, the New America Foundation and Media Access Project submitted comments-on behalf of 19 other 
prominent public interest groups and community broadband providers-in the FCC's pending proceeding on the 
broadcast industry's push to implement a Digital Television Distributed Transmission System (DTS), Docket 05- 
312. 

Yet again, the Commission is proposing to potentially give away billions of dollars in valuable spectrum rights to 
broadcasters at the expense of the public-and to deny the use of currently wasted TV band spectrum for WiFi 
and local wireless broadband networks. The implications of the rulemaking on broadcasters' utilization of the 
public aiwaves are great-and carry enormous untold opportunity costs in the form of diminished spectrum 
availability for affordable broadband service which could be deployed on vacant TV channels under another, now 
stalled, FCC rulemaking (Docket 04-186). 

Under the FCC's proposed rulemaking, broadcasters would be given free reign to supplement their single high- 
power transmitters with networks of synchronized low-power devices. The FCC and the broadcast lobby frame 
this as a purely technical issue meant to increase broadcast coverage and provide better-quality service to over- 
the-air television viewers. In reality, i l s  a spectrum grab by licensees that serve a dwindling minority of U.S. 
households (only 13% of homes rely on over-the-air signals for primary TV reception). 

The NAF/MAP comments urge the FCC to carefully consider how DTS technology would impact the availability of 
"white space"-unutilized spectrum in the TV band that could be used to provide unlicensed broadband service 
under Docket 04-186. The FCC must weigh the cost of increasing the value of broadcasters' licenses against its 
stated goal of encouraging the deployment of affordable broadband services. The comments also argue that if the 
Commission moves to allow broadcasters to implement DTS and increase their coverage area, it should at least 
require an increase in public interest obligations from broadcasters commensurate with the increase in value to 
their licenses. 

We encourage you to take a look at the comments, located here. Once again, thanks for your time and attention 
to these important matters. 
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